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It 1s all too easy to condemn symposia volumes 
out-of-hand as being a form of communication ot 
in keeping with contemporary scientific discourse. 
These two volumes of proceedings of the American 
Society for Developmental Biology are out-of-date 
(by a full 2 years, with the former submitted for 
review 4 years after the event), over-priced (even 
for hbrarres), and contain many papers that either 
have little to do with the grandiose and misleading 
volume titles or represent insubstantial progress 
reports whose fleeting significance has been over- 
taken often by events. 
Wholesale condemnation is unfair, however, to 
those few authors who have presented useful and 
clear reviews of a body of data previously dis- 
persed in professional journals. The editor of the 
second volume m particular, Fotis Kafatos, sets a 
splendid example on how to summarise m an in- 
tellectually pleasing manner his substantial data on 
the molecular, developmental and evolutionary 
biology of msect egg-shell chorion genes. This 
combined approach exemplifies the type of studies 
needed to unravel the evolutionary forces responsr- 
ble for complex multigene families. The review of 
Eric Davidson and colleagues on the molecular 
biology of sea-urchin embryos is also written with 
experience and appreciation of the combined 
approach. 
January 1985 
After these two papers it is down-h111 all the way. 
This is not necessarily the fault of the authors for 
the pace of research m some areas 1s far too fast to 
make their reviews anything but of passing m- 
terest. More recent and more accessible reviews are 
available elsewhere of Drosophzlu mobile ele- 
ments, symbiotic nitrogen fixation, retrovnuses, 
hormones and genes, manipulatmg mouse em- 
bryos, chloroplast genomes and gene amplifica- 
tion. Of the three papers that escape their history 
somewhat, two are genetical rather than molecular 
(Ira Herskowitz on yeast cell types and Burr and 
Burr on maize mobile elements) and one discusses 
a model (Larsen and Wemtraub on altered DNA 
conformation and gene expression). 
The first volume is so out-of-date and contams 
so little in the way of review (excepting Smithies et 
al. on globm gene coevolution and Ohno on sex 
determination) that it is beyond comment. 
How can we rescue the grain from the chaff? 
Easy but tedious. Ask for an mspection copy and 
Xerox the 20 or so pages of relevance to yourself. 
Such practice might influence the editors and 
publishers not to string together unrelated essays 
of highly variable quality m an out-of-date over- 
priced glossy format 
Gabriel Dover 
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